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Trojan king. Immediately after "birth he was exposed on Mount
Ida, in consequence of an ill-omened dream which his mother
Hecuba had during her pregnancy. He was found, however,
and brought up by some shepherds. He decided in favour of
Aphrodite, who had promised him the most beautiful woman
on earth as his wife. Soon afterwards, at some games given by
^he king, the youth, who was equally distinguished for his
handsome person and his bodily dexterity, after having wrested
the prize from all his brethren, was recognised by the prophetess
Cassandra, and received into his father's favour. He next
undertook a journey across the sea to Greece, and, among other
places, visited the court of Menelaiis, king of Sparta, by whom
he was hospitably received and entertained. Aphrodite kindled
in the breast of the young wife of Menelaiis a fatal love for their
handsome guest, who dazzled her as much by the beauty of his
person as by the oriental splendour of his appearance. While
Menelaiis was absent in Crete, and her brothers, the Dioscuri,
were engaged in their strife with the sons of Aphareus, Helen
fled with her seducer to Troy. On the refusal of the king of
Troy to surrender Helen, Menelaiis succeeded in rousing the
whole of Greece to a war of revenge. This task was the more
easy, as most of the Grecian chieftains had been suitors of Helen,
and had bound themselves by an oath to Tyndareiis to unite in
support of the husband whom Helen should choose, in the event
of his ever being injured or attacked. The well-manned ships
of the Greeks assembled in the Boeotian port of Aulis. Their
number amounted to eleven hundred and eighty-six, according
to Homer; of which Agamemnon, who had been chosen leader
of the expedition, alone furnished over one hundred. Aga-
memnon, however, having offended Artemis by killing a hind
sacred to the goddess, the departure of the expedition was
delayed by continuous calms, until at length, at the command of
the priest Calchas, Agamemnon determined to appease the wrath